[Subcutaneous mastectomy].
The subcutaneous mastectomy (SM) which cannot be standardized is the possible treatment in a given indication especially to reduce the risk of cancer to a large extent-though only through experienced hands. Any re-operation often resulting from the complications of reconstructions through silicon prostheses can be more extensive than mamma-carcinoma therapy itself. The patient as well as the surgeon must be aware that the aesthetic result of the therapy is not the primary reason for the operation but the prevention or therapy of a life-threatening disease. With this perspective in mind the high rate of complications with SM is an acceptable risk and may ensure a high degree of permanent tumor removal.